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Here’s how this writer begins a newsletter; she looks back at the last 
newsletter for inspiration. Well, that kind of backfired this year; the 
entire beginning of the 2021 version of this newsletter still applies 
today: COVID-19, vaccinations, hand sanitizing, caregivers, keeping 
residents and staff safe….and on and on. Certainly we were all 
hopeful that the conversations have changed. They haven’t, so let’s 
dig in and try to get through this whole newsletter without giving 
“that” any recognition at all. 

For this not-for-profit home, the time has come to refocus some 
energy on fundraising. There are endless needs now, and a pretty big 
project sneaking up on us in the coming few years. You can learn more 
about why you should financially support a not-for-profit home by 
reading an AdvantAge Ontario brochure excerpt on page 6. Then slip 
back to page 5 for Eight Ways to Support Your Home. Paul Taylor 
talks about the future of Grove inside these pages. 

To get a “clean” start to 2023, we would like to dedicate the proceeds 
of this newsletter to bathtubs; two home areas are in need of a new tub, 
as parts for repairs are becoming obsolete. We were spoiled with two 
new Hydrosonic tubs over the last two years from very generous 
donors and residents LOVE them, so we want more just like these. It’s 
a pretty big ask; these tubs cost approximately $24,000 each, but 
reading is believing so turn the page soon. 

From all of us here at Grove, our warmest wishes for a happy and 
healthy Christmas season. Be well

Linda

t h e s e  a re  t h e  s m i l e s . . .
that motivate us, inspire us, make us better, make us stronger. We do it for them.

For more heartwarming photos visit our Facebook page and click on “photos” .



b u b b l e s  f o r  b e t t y  -  o u r  $ 2 4 , 0 0 0  y e a r  e n d  p ro j e c t  

It’s not what it’s worth, it’s what is it worth to them. A bath 

or a shower is a daily occurrence for most of us, and 

something to which we don’t give much thought. We get up,  

we shower, we get on with our day. Or maybe we draw a 

luxurious bath to soak away a long day. For a resident here at 

Grove, a bath or shower is so much more. We spoke to Jenn 

Riddell, our very own Nurse Practitioner, to soak up her 

knowledge on baths, skin care and the need to keep our 

bodies healthy on the outside. 

“Let’s face it; the skin is the biggest organ we have; our skin 

is tasked with protecting our entire bodies. If we don’t take 

care of the skin of our residents, they can experience skin 

breakdown that can make them sick and could make them 

more susceptible to wounds. But baths can be so much more. 

Baths provide an emotional spa-like experience with 

soothing hydrosonic jets and muscle relaxing Epsom Salts if 

required. This 10-15 minute soak in warm water can ease 

stress for anxious residents. Designed with a keyhole shape, 

residents can relax their upper bodies, and hair washing 

becomes easier.”

And finally, there is the mechanics of this tub. Not only is the 

tub smooth and comfortable, it has enhanced disinfecting 

functions and hot water/overfill precautions. The shape 

enhances resident comfort with optimum immersion and 

extra room for shoulders and arms. For staff, this tub 

provides ergonomically sound working conditions, allowing 

closer access to the resident and reduced injury due to the 

ability to raise and lower the tub as needed. These are just a 

few of the generous features on the Rhapsody Hydrosonic 

Tub System.

John on Aspen loves the new 

tub installed earlier this year. 

“Nice new tub especially with 

the jets on. The hot bubbly 

water helps the pain in my legs. 

You feel really clean after a 

bath like this.” 

Betty on Willow (pictured 

above) “When I lived at home I 

had a bath every night. Here I 

just lay back and relax and let 

the warm water soothe my 

achy arms and legs.”  

Arno on Willow also loves a 

good soak. “I never pass up a 

good bath. The bubbles get me 

really clean and the warm 

water massages my muscles. 

This tub is really deep so I 

enjoy getting a full body soak. I 

feel really great afterwards.”

Scan to make
a donation



“We shall continuously provide excellent care in a secure environment with family and community support”

f ro m  p a u l  t a y l o r  –  e x e c u t i v e  d i re c t o r

When you complete the reverse side of this slip, know that you are 

doing great things. Your donation will ensure that we continue to have 

the most, and the best staff caring for our residents. The very old and 

those suffering with dementia will benefit from your kindness. 

Donations also ensure that we have  equipment that provides the right 

care, in the right place, at the right time. Certainly residents benefit from

your gift, but so do staff who ask for items to help them with daily 

care. See the reverse side of this form to support this project. Become 

part of our team that is “committed to care” by pledging monthly support 

or making an annual donation. We will reward you with our thanks. 

Revenue Canada will reward you with the benefits of a charitable tax 

receipt!

While it seems like a long way off, our Redevelopment Plan has been progressing in the background for a few years. There have been Ministry 

regulations to observe and timelines to follow. Extensive applications had to be processed. Consultants and Architects have been employed 

and many many project drawings have been reviewed. Recently we gathered a sampling of staff and residents from Maple and Aspen to get 

their opinions on the Redevelopment Plan and to view “taped out” rooms on the auditorium floor. Yes, this will take a village. In the new year, 

we will share more about Grove Park’s exciting plans for the future. This future will include you, our valued friends and family members.

Paul

Those of us who were born in Canada have truly won the lottery of life.  

We are blessed to live in a country that is one of the safest, and among 

the highest GDP per capita.  Canada is comparatively free from corruption, 

and provides its citizens with healthcare, opportunity, a charter of 

rights and freedoms, and a social safety net for those in need.  As 

Canadian citizens we are the beneficiaries of government services that 

many can only dream about.

The services that many of us may take for granted, but depend upon, 

are delivered to us through institutions.  Increasingly many of the 

institutions that we rely upon are coming under greater scrutiny.  In and 

of itself this is not a bad thing.  Change is important and in many cases 

needed.  However, in addition to a sincere desire for reform within our 

institutions, there appears to be a growing culture of complaint; a demand

for rights and services without consideration for the responsibilities of 

citizenship. 

As citizens of Canada we have the right to complain, but where is the 

equally important need to serve our community and to contribute to 

building-up our local institutions to ensure that they are there not just 

for ourselves, but for others as well?  WE are the solution to the needs 

in our community.  As a person living in Simcoe County, or the city of 

Barrie, what does being a good citizen mean to you?  In what ways can 

you give-back and make our community better for others and the 

generations that will follow?

At Grove Park Home, we have the privilege to care for people from our 

community who have already done their part.  Our elders have built the 

society from which we now benefit.
  

As we enter a new year, we are excited to announce that you will have 

an opportunity to be a part of something that will improve the lives of 

older people in our community for decades to come.  Grove Park Home 

is now only two years away from the rebuild of our Aspen and Maple 

Home Areas and we are inviting you to consider how you can join us 

in this exciting endeavor. In the spring of next year our Capital 

Campaign will be launched and we will be looking to our community 

to contribute to the effort.  We encourage you to think about how you 

can become involved and make a difference in the lives of the residents 

here at Grove.

As we welcome in the New Year, I look forward to sharing more news 

about this exciting project.  Until then, I wish you a very Merry Christmas

and best wishes to you and your family.

a n d  s o  i t  b e g i n s .



Yes, I want to help...

Name:

Address:

City:

Postal Code:

Phone Number:

Grove Park Home
Fund Development O�ce
234 Cook Street
Barrie, Ontario
L4M 4H5

Find enclosed my one time donation of

I would like to be a monthly donor
Please charge my credit card        monthly.

Please make your cheque payable to Grove Park Home.
Credit card donations are also accepted.
We will mail your credit card transaction slip to you.

$

$

Card No.:
Expiry:
Name on Card:

Signature:

Tax recepits will be issued for donations over $10.00
Monthly supporters will be receipted annually.

Use the slip below to donate and support the purchase of new two new therapeutic bath tubs. Or donate online at groveparkhome.on.ca ������

p i e  i n  t h e  s k y

This year we were faced with a dilemma “because” the 

Barrie Dragon Boat Festival started up again after a two 

year absence. After all, this was a big event for us, earning 

over $20,000 each year. BUT- it just did not feel quite right 

yet. The boat is a little crowded, the village a little busy. But 

the money! Time for a new idea. Something creative that 

people could sink their teeth into, with lofty expectations 

for much needed fundraising dollars. Like Pie in the Sky 

expectations. WAIT- the idea was born! We decided to 

make PIES. Not just any PIES, Mile High Apple Pies 

loaded with 4lbs of local apples and baked to perfection 

with the help of a few volunteers and Lori McClelland, 

formerly of Holly’s Sweets and Eats. 

In early September we gathered huge bags of flour and 

bushels of apples and made pies for 8 hours. Lori and 

Lorraine, Noella and Cheryl, and Heather. Up to our 

elbows in pastry and sticky with juice from the Cortlands, 

we produced two dozen beautiful, prize worthy, scrump-

tious Apple Pies. 

We turned to our business partners, family and friends and 

sold these pies for a whopping $23,000! Talk about some 

sweet friends! The next day we delivered Pies along with 

Kawartha Dairy Ice Cream to 20 satisfied sponsors. A few 

pies were enjoyed here at Grove of course! 

So do we go back to paddling next year? Do we continue 

our journey of deliciousness? Thyme will tell….

Pie in the Sky Sponsor
The Elston Foundation

Top Crust Sponsor

Royal ProResp

Doris Moore

The Crawford Family
In memory of Elsie Crawford

Life’s a Slice Sponsor

Silver Fox Pharmacy

Rogers

Powell Jones

Sally Elston

Caring Hands 4U

Sandy Nymark

Hot Apple Pie Sponsor

Mo�att’s Mazda

Mary MacDonald

Home Care Assistance

Murray Mechanical

Apple of our Eye Sponsor

Lorraine Maher

Power Edge

Lavery’s Flooring

Hugh Donnelly
In Memory of Phyllis Donnelly

Surge Learning



e i g h t  w a y s  t o  s u p p o r t  y o u r  l o n g  t e r m  c a re  h o m e

To talk more about these donation options, please call our Development Office at 705-792-7404

or email lindam@groveparkhome.on.ca 

MONTHLY PLEDGES

A monthly pledge, charged to a credit card or 
billed with your monthly invoice, allows a donor 
to budget their giving. An annual tax receipt is 

issued for this type of gift.

IN MEMORY DONATIONS

In Memory donations, in lieu of flowers, are a lovely
way to remember a loved one and to thank our home
for providing compassionate care to our residents.

In Memoriam cards are available at the Home. 

ANNUAL GIFTS

Annual gifts often come through this newsletter. 
Donors choose to support the specific project 

identified in the year end stories. 

SPECIAL OCCASION GIFTS

Is your loved one celebrating a birthday or other 
milestone? Stuck on gift ideas? Suggest to family 
and friends to donate to our Home “In Honour” of 

this special person. 

DONATING SHARES

Are you faced with the tax-burdened task of 
selling securities in advance of, or to settle an 
estate? Donating these shares directly to Grove 
Park means you get a tax receipt for the full value 

of the shares, with NO Capital Gains tax. 

SUPPORTING EVENTS

Support our Events. You can buy gift cards, purchase
honey, sponsor events such as Pie in the Sky or 
the Dragon Boat, or gift Rotary Cash Calendars.

Making shopping easy, one idea at a time! 

BEQUESTS

A bequest in a Will is a humbling gift. It is a last wish 
to thank Grove Park for the care of a loved one. 
Speak to your lawyer about the tax advantages of 

charitable gifts through your estate.

SPECIFIED DONATION

Do you want your donation to support something 
specific? A new piece of equipment or furniture 
perhaps? We would be happy to work with you 

on a special project.



30 x 2 = 60
60 x 52 = 3210

3210 x 15 = 46800
$0.49!! Wow!

Linda Muszynski

Director of Development & Communications

lindam@groveparkhome.on.ca

705-792-7404

Grove Park Home

234 Cook Street | Barrie | ON  L4M 4H5

www.groveparkhome.on.ca

Reg. No.: 13214 8586 RR0001

w h y  s u p o r t  l o n g  t e r m  c a re ?
In Ontario, long term care services are provided 

by not-for-profit organizations as well as for-profit

operators. Both are funded by the provincial 

government. But there are fundamental di�erences.

Not-for-profits use every surplus dollar to 

enhance and expand their services and opera-

tions. With long term care homes specifically, 

both for-profits and not-for-profits are funded by 

the government and they essentially receive the 

same amount of money. But there is a di�erence. 

Not-for-profit operators that generate a surplus 

re-invest these monies to enhance or increase the 

level of service provided to residents. Additional-

ly, not-for-profits typically contribute additional 

resources* to their operation to further enhance 

the level of care and service provided. For-profits, 

on the other hand, generate surpluses but they 

are allowed to keep them and withdraw these 

funds as profit for investors. These profits take 

money out of the long term care system which is 

funded through taxpayer dollars.

*additional resources could come from donors 

like you! See page 4 for a donation slip.

Source:ADVANTAGE Ontario’s “The Not For 

Profit Di�erence”

m a t h  o f  a  b a t h
So what about the math of a bath? Certainly $24,000 sounds 
like an incredible amount of money for ONE “bathtub” but 

let’s clean this up a bit: 

If there are an average of 30 residents on a home area, having 
2 baths a week every week of the year, that is over 3100 baths. 
Assuming this “tub” lasts 15 years, that is over 46,000 baths 
or just under 50 cents per bath. Now that’s a number to soak 

your feet in! 

We would bubble over with excitement if we could purchase 
ONE or TWO of these tubs for our residents. Turn back to 

page FOUR to complete the donation form or go to
groveparkhome.on.ca

and click the orange Donate Now button.
From there, choose Option 3: 2022 New Tubs Newsletter

“Never worry 
about the

size of your 
Christmas tree.

In the eyes 
of a child,

they are all
30 feet tall.”

- Larry Wilde


